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DINAS POWYS INFANTSô SCHOOL 
 
  

Introduction  
 

  

Foundation Phase -  Nursery  
 

  
  

Our Nursery Curriculum  is developed from the Welsh Assembly 
Government Foundation Phase documentation, consisting of the 
following areas of learning:  
 
 Personal and Social Development, Well Being and Cultural Diversity.  
 
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills  

 
Mathematical Development  
 
Knowledge and Understanding of the World  
 
Physical Development  
 
Creative Development  

 
Welsh Language Development  
 
 
All your childôs ñlearningò is planned and organised within these seven 
areas.  This booklet will outline some aspects of this planning and 
organisation and provide you with information about the Nursery.  
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The Foundation Phase  
  

 
The Foundation Phase is a curriculum for 3 to 7 year olds.  The 

curriculum focuses on the developmental stage through which each child 
progresses.  

 
The Foundation Phase is one phase in childôs education that has one 

curriculum and one approach to learning.  It enhances the learning 
experiences which enable children to be creative, imaginative and to 

have fun whilst learning.  Also great emphasis is place on developing 
your childôs communication skills. 

 
 

Estyn Inspection 2007  

 
ñThe School is very well prepared for the requirements of the new 

Foundation Phaseò.  ñEarly years provision is a major strength of 
the Schoolò.  

 
 

This booklet will help further to outline the Foundation Phase to you.  
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The Nursery  
 

Welcome to Dinas Powys Infantsô School  Nursery.  Your child has now settled 
into the Nursery routine.  

 
Our Nursery provides the beginning of the education that will prepare your child 

for future learning.  

 
In the years before your child started in our Nursery, they have already learnt a 

great deal from you,  to walk, to talk and many other processes.  
 

We at Dinas Powys Infantsô School Nursery will develop this learning.  We invite 
you to work together and in partnership with the school to develop your childôs 

learning.  
 
  

javascript:void(0)
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The General Aims of our Nursery  

  
  

 1.  To settle your child into a secure  

 new environment (possibly their  

 first time away from home).  

   

 2.  To provide a happy, safe, secure  

 and stimulating environment in  

 which your child can learn.  

  

 3.  To provide a positive approach  

 that emphasises and celebrates  

 achievement and success.  

  

4.  To introduce new experiences to  

 your child that encourage learning  

 and progression through purposeful  

   and structured play.  

  

5.  To encourage your child to make  

 his/her own decisions and choices.  

  
 6.  To promote your childôs social and 

 emotional growth.  

  

 7.  To enable your child to mix easily  

 with other children and adults.  

  
 8.  To provide an environment in  

 which your child can acquire  

 basic social skills e.g. sharing,  

   taking turns.  

  
9.  To provide an environment rich  

 in language to encourage  

 communication skills.  

  
10.  To prepare each child for a  

 confident entry into the statutory  

 school system.  
 

11.  To start our good relationship  

 between home and school  

   ñParents in Partnershipò.   
  

  

    

  

  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cksinfo.com/clipart/toys/abc-blocks.png&imgrefurl=http://www.slavelakelibrary.ab.ca/Childrens-Programs&usg=__q9d5Kyo_rRFJ92nfYfsaMCjt4kQ=&h=389&w=400&sz=15&hl=en&start=89&zoom=1&tbnid=z9ypytoY8udP6M:&tbnh=
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://manilastaticpictures.littlemiamischools.com/sison/clipart1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tvdsb.ca/StoneyCreek.cfm%3Fsubpage%3D109142&usg=__pVXb-tbbBcYKs4X9dPVdnN_1bTs=&h=371&w=500&sz=51&hl=en&start=98&zoom=1&tbnid=
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In the Nursery we provide a wide range of activities to help your child learn and 

develop through play.  
 

Your child will learn through doing.   
 

  

ñPlay is a childôs work and the means whereby he grows and 

developsò. 
 

  
During play, children develop skills which enable them to understand and cope 

with the world.  Education and play helps them to  
 

concentrate  
 

 

 
listen  

 
 

 

explore  

 
  

experiment  
 

  
manipulate  

 
  

plan  
 

  

imagine  
 

  
imitate  

 
  

create  
 

  
co-operate  

 
  
and to relate to people and to things . 

dare  
 

 

share  
 

 

reach  
 

 

stretch  
 

 

exercise  
 

 

socialise  
 

 

pretend  
 

 

challenge  
 

 

develop  
 

 

improve  
 

 

achieve  
 
 

enjoy  
 
 

and learn.  
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 Play offers rich learning opportunities.  Play develops in the following stages:  
 

  
  

  Solitary   -   Plays alone.  
 

  
  

  Spectator   -  Observes other children.  
 

  
  

  Parallel   -   Plays alongside other children.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Partnership   -   Plays together with other   

       children.  
 

  
  

  Group   -    Plays in group situations.  

 
  

  Adult    -   Responding to an adult in a     
       directed structured play situation.  

 
  

 Play is an essential part of all aspects of Nursery life.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://winnebago.uwex.edu/images/clipart_reading_circle-315x2541.jpg&imgrefurl=http://winnebago.uwex.edu/&usg=__xlnFJQ7NMeHyy_z6xulUzwWpvVI=&h=254&w=315&sz=22&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=VXXu036nTYmJiM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=1


8 

During the Nursery year your childôs play will progress through these stages: 

 
 Teacher/Adult Involvement in Play  

         
 

  
  Participation  :   The teacher/adult joining in various  

      play situations.  
 

  
  Initiation   :   The teacher/adult needs to help your  

      child to develop new skills,   
      interpret information and use  

      new materials.  
 

  

  Intervention  :   It is sometimes necessary to  
      intervene when a child/children  

      have a problem, are not using  
      materials properly or not ñsharing 

      togetherò. 
 

       Sensitive teacher/adult intervention,  
      including comments and open ended  

      questions, will ensure your child  
      will develop a richness and   

      quality of learning.  
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  Not Interfere  :   The teacher/adult needs to give a  

      child/children time to work out  
       their problems or resolve  

      disagreements on their own.  The  

      teacher would then observe the   
      given situation and use their own  

      initiative.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/bge/mrsyorkimages/teacher_clipart_10.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/bge/prek.htm&usg=__sk-oiqN_Rs1Uplvp6mc8W-YPDSk=&h=178&w=200&sz=14&hl=en&start=243&zoom=1&tbnid=kmNqfr7ZjjrJ
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 Here are some examples of the different types of play your child will experience 

in the Nursery.  
 

  
 Imaginary  -  home corner, cafe, hospital, post office,  

    hairdressers, jungle, forest, garden centre,  
                           garage, snow cave, cave, under the sea etc.  
         

 

 

 

          

Creative   -  modelling -  with  
    playdough, gloop  

    re -cyclable materials  
    various painting/craft     

    activities.       

 

 

Small World  -  dolls house, farm,  

    zoo, garage, cars  
    Play people,   

    Poly M, animals.  
     
 

 

 
Construction  -  large bricks, Kiddie Kinnex  

    block play,  
    Duplo (Lego),  

     stickle bricks.  
    train sets,  

    tool sets  

 
 

 
Natural Materials  -  sand (wet and dry), water, rice  

                                  pulses, pasta, clay, ice.  
 

 

 

Physical   -  bikes, climbing frame, tube, barrel, spinning  
    top, scooter, prams/pushchairs, tractor,  

    balls, bats, hoops, ropes.  
 
  

http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-1001-0515-0736.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/1/d/9/1/12236150201929210955pitr_LEGO_Town_--_businessman.svg.hi.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-24582.html&usg=__mA8XucRpLTusgIpu57H0UXmHZFI=&h=591&w=318&sz=57&hl=en&start=14
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/lenm/lenm0807/lenm080700113/3289258.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_3289258.html&usg=__63wBpj3b4XZttVo2Utjr-UXnpSE=&h=1200&w=1077&sz=107&hl=en&start=330&zoom=0&tbnid=JNPImdd
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.picturesof.net/_images/A_Little_Boy_Playing_In_a_Sandbox_Royalty_Free_Clipart_Picture_090403-209778-987052.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ckisner.wordpress.com/graphoponic/&usg=__sYrRrtBCOZQjczFVL8S6yuXaKs4=&h=72&w=
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0809-1817-3766.html
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.comparestoreprices.co.uk/images/unbranded/c/unbranded-childrens-luxury-dolls-pram.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.comparestoreprices.co.uk/childrens-gifts/unbranded-childrens-luxury-dolls-pram.asp&usg=__ANqrD93nc
http://www.fotosearch.com/PLB001/pls-00002289-001/
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Your childôs time in Nursery is planned under the following 

headings to provide a selection of equipment and materials:  
 

Personal and Social Development, Well Being and Cultural Diversity  

This is at the forefront of Nursery Education and provides the 
foundation for learning.  It takes into consideration -  

Diversity/Equal Opportunities/Well Being -  Social and Emotional  
 

Language, Literacy and Communication Activities  

Speaking and Listening  
Role Play  

Phonics  
Writing  

Literature/sharing stories/information books.  
 

Mathematical Development  

Number  

Mathematical Language  
Shapes and Measures  

Number Rhymes  
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  

Technological Development (Computer; interactive 
Whiteboard).  

Manipulative Skills.  
Water activities.  

Wet Sand activities.  
Dry Sand activities.  
 

Creative development  
Art/Craft  

Music.  

Drama/Role Play  
 

Physical Development  

Large construction floor play.  
Outdoor play.  

Movement sessions.  
Circle games.  
 

Welsh Language Development  
Speaking and Listening  

Vocabulary  
Phrases  

Commands  
Curriculum Cymreig.  
 

The children will be given the opportunity to engage in activities both inside and 

out.  
 

They will benefit from experiencing a range of these activities, some of 

which are an enhancement of the continuous provision, and some that 
have a particular focus as directed by the teacher.  

 

Opportunities for whole class time and group time, incorporate -  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vforteachers.com/images/children%2520at%2520computer%2520in%2520classroom.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.vforteachers.com/About_NetSupport.htm&usg=__d6pcJALrjFetBtn-zpAeYfX9-Tk=&h=193&w=202&sz=8&hl=en&start=64&z
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freeclipartisland.com/clipsahoy/clipart2/as2392.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.freeclipartisland.com/clipsahoy/webgraphics2/as2392.htm&usg=__cJV810CEPCcjNRuYdWvAD4CHnqw=&h=371&w=400&sz=25&hl=en&start=113&zoom=1&
javascript:void(0)
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.utrechtart.com/images/classes/class_child_painting.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.utrechtart.com/Paints.cfm&usg=__D9XN-JA3a240I8o0c5Z-Ggb8S_o=&h=128&w=173&sz=8&hl=en&start=85&zoom=1&tbnid=VeaDftRn2SLa3M:&tbnh=74
javascript:void(0)
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nassaulibrary.org/eastrock/children%2520playing.png&imgrefurl=http://www.nassaulibrary.org/eastrock/summer%252520programs%252520%26%252520storytimes.html&usg=__L6LGjupRNk0MsGQ4O04lya8UEbo=&h=1989&w=1417&sz
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Our Nursery is divided into interesting, stimulating areas which provide 

continuous provision where your child uses the planned equipment and materials 
to enjoy many different learning activities.  
 

 Role Play  

The children can become engrossed  
in imaginative play.  Through role  

play they can pretend to cook meals,  
be a member of a family, work at  

different jobs, dress up and generally  
play out their everyday experiences.  

We develop role play with a variety  
of themes.  For example a home corner,  

jungle, attic, hairdressers, hospital, cafe,  
ambulance and a work lorry.   
 

Water  

A wide variety of equipment is used for  
pouring, measuring, floating, sinking and  

creative play.  
 

Wet/Dry Sand  
Your child is given the opportunity to  

build, sieve, pour, mix, tunnel in wet or  
dry sand.  Your child is also given the  

opportunity to create and imagine in the  
wet and dry sand.  
 

Book Corner  

There is an attractive book corner where  
your child can sit and choose to ñreadò a  

book.  Storytelling sessions take place on  

the carpet together.  
 

Listening Area  

A listening station enables your  

child to listen to stories independently  
while following the book.  Our Storyphones  

allow your child to listen to stories whilst  
doing another activity.  
 

Computer  

We have a computer with software  
suitable for Nursery children.  Your child  

becomes confident in using ña mouseò   
by using the computer.  They also have an  

opportunity to use the interactive whiteboard  
on a daily basis.  
 

Mathematical  

Your child is provided with  
opportunities to explore and investigate  

in order to develop his/her understanding  
and knowledge of mathematical language,  
concept and skills . 

javascript:void(0)
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 Writing/Drawing  
Your child is provided with  

opportunities to develop the correct grasp  
of a pencil, to learn left/right orientation,  

trace over outline shapes, colour outline  
shapes keeping within the line, write  

patterns and form letters correctly.  
 

 
Construction   (on the large carpet area)  

We have many different construction  
toys, which are put out as outlined  

in the planned programme.  When  
playing with these, the children have to  

use their imagination, solve problems and  

develop their social skills.  
 

 

Creative Development -  Craft  

Your child will enjoy exploring different  
mediums, investigating colour, shape,  

line and texture.  Your child is encouraged  
to take pride in their work but the  

experience they gain is far more  
important than the end product.  

 
 We offer a variety of drawing/writing  

materials which your child can  
experiment with as well as producing  

more detailed drawings.  
 

 

Manipulative Table  

We offer a variety of tactile  
experiences using materials such as  

play dough, clay, gloop, and the use of  

scissors to develop cutting skills.  
 

 

Cookery  

We love cooking.  The children  
experience creaming, melting/dissolving  

and the rubbing in methods of cooking.  This is one of  
the areas where children are  

encouraged to use all their senses.   
They measure, stir, mix into, pour,  

smell and taste lots of different  
ingredients.  

http://www.akdemocrats.org/elton/061606_elton_otr.htm
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Small World  

This is a world of make believe where your 
child can re -enact real life situations out by 

themselves or with others. These toys are the 
dolls house, cars, animals, train set, sand and 

water play, the farm and many more.  
 

Hall Time  

The children visit the school hall where they 
play circle games, team games  and further 

develop their gross motor skills.  
 

Carpet Time  

The children are told stories, learn  rhymes and 
poems, have opportunities to discuss 

experiences and topic work, learn colours, 
shapes, numbers and many other things while 

sitting as a group on the carpet.  During this 

time we also introduce our phonic scheme 
ñJolly Phonicsò in a very simple way through 

pictures and actions.  This scheme teaches 
your child how to relate sounds to symbols.  

Outside Play  

The outside play area is safe and secure,  with 
a soft play surface and attractive playground 

markings, such as a road for the children to 
drive along!   
 

We go outside daily.   The children revel in the 
freedom and  enjoyment of outdoor play.  The  

equipment allows the children to develop their 
gross motor skills by encouraging them to 

climb, hop, jump and balance.  We play with 
balls to develop their body co -ordination.  

There are opportunities for imaginative  play 
and investigative activities when children 

share, take turns and co -operate  with one  an-
other.  

 

ñThereôs no such thing as bad weather, only 
unsuitable clothingò. 

 
We venture to all parts of the school grounds, 

such as the log circle as well as to our well 
equipped Nursery play area.  

http://www.picturesof.net/pages/081027-145029-319018.html
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://thepurplejournal.files.wordpress.com/2008/09/disney-mattel-cars.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thepurplejournal.wordpress.com/2008/09/11/when-i-was-much-younger/&h=295&w=500&sz=35&tbnid=wMIIPomPgt_CrM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=130&
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-1001-0515-0725.html
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 Home/School Links  

This booklet has given you much  
information about our Nursery.  

 
 We endeavour to work in partnership  

with you to support your childôs learning.   
We invite you to join the Home Reading  

Library as outlined below.  We also send  
home a half termly topic planner to outline  

the work covered.  
 

 

 We complete all our learning through a topic approach in the Nursery.  
 

 The topics this year are:  
 

 

  
 
 

Home Reading Library  

At Dinas Powys Infantsô School we invite 

all children and parents to participate in  

our Home Reading Library in order for all  

children to develop a love of books and  

reading from an early age.  

  
The Nursery has a well stocked Home  

Reading Library.   Your child will be given  

a Home Reading Library Book óItôs fun to  
read ð My Library Book Recordô in a named  

school plastic folder and will be given an  
 opportunity to choose a book every Friday.  

  
Sharing books with your child will help  

them on the road to reading.   We  
would be grateful if you could write  

down the book you have shared with  
your child every week in the orange  

ñItôs fun to readò booklet. We look forward 
 to your child getting ñhooked on booksò. 
   

  

Term 1  

Autumn Term  

  

Term 2  

Spring Term  
 

  

Term 3  

Summer Term  
 

  

Bears  
  

  

Celebrations  
  

Animals  
  

Transport, 
movement and 

machines.  
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 How you can help your child  

 
You can help your child to learn by playing together at home and:  

 
encouraging them to be independent, for example in getting dressed and washing 

their hands before meals, and to share and join in with other children  
 

reading to them every day, talking about books with them and reading familiar 
words to them, for example, the labels on their favourite foods  

 
talking with them and answering questions and playing remembering games and 

guessing games like óI Spyô 
 

helping them to match and sort things, for example, putting together fork and 

knives or cups and saucers, pairing up socks, sorting out big tins and little tins, 
putting packets in order of size  

 
encouraging them to count and use numbers in everyday situations and in 

nursery rhymes  
 

encouraging them to listen to music, songs, stories and rhymes  
 

encouraging them to express their ideas and feelings, for example, using crayons, 
pens, pencils, paints, music and play  

 
giving them the chance to use their fingers and hands, for example, building with 

bricks, cutting out with scissors, helping with baking and fastening zips and 
buttons.  

 

 You will receive a report at the end of the school year on your childôs progress in 
the seven areas of learning.  There will be termly Parent Meetings throughout the 

year when you will have the opportunity to discuss your childôs progress with the 
Nursery teacher.  

 
 We look forward to an enjoyable successful time in Nursery for your child.  The 

first of four happy, stimulating years in Dinas Powys Infantsô School. 
 

  
  

  
  

  
Julie Thompson  

Headteacher  
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